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Abstract

Since the very beginning of human evolution, humankind has slowly come to the
understanding of how to build and maintain itself in the world. In the beginning, as other
animals, people survived on the food that was easy to find, sleep and walk about
without any predetermined aim or a systematized life style. However, over time, the
necessity to change the conditions of living made people encounter a great number of
difficulties which they had to overcome. There were no specific objectives of early
human species like Homo Sapience and Neanderthals, but the desire to perfect life, to
guarantee food and achieve stability led to a crucial type of thinking that is known as
management or administrative thought.

The rise of this managerial consciousness then led to human beings becoming
collective whereby others were engaged in common activities and a certain degree of
organizational, coordination, leadership and control skills developed. This is what
formed the primitive tribal human and formed the basis of social life in an orderly
manner. With the development of the human civilization, these developments took place
in the literary tradition as well. Of all the Pathinenkeezhkanakku, the Tirukkural which is
considered one of the greatest works of ethics and philosophy depicts the deepest
thoughts of management in the form of verses of Valluvar.

Since the origin of the human society, management appeared in different forms
and at various levels. By means of planning and teamwork, primitive people could
manage to group themselves and hunt efficiently. The basic elements of management,
such as planning, organization, coordination, and control, are present in the hunting
activities of the primitive communities. In this way, the history of managerial thought
dates back to survival tactics of primitive humans. These are advanced and orderly
rules of management which were expressed later in couplets by Valluvar. The paper is
aimed at discussing and studying such management-oriented concepts as manifested
in the Tirukkural.

Keywords: Hunting, Management, Tirukkural, Valluvar, Administration
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