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Abstract:

Valmiki Ramayanais a great source of various disciplines.Descriptions are seen
expressed in different forms. Objective of this article is to present few details, given through
numerical expressions, important information listed with number for the purpose of easy
retention and show the extensive use of numbers in those time. Referring the foot notes and
going through the commentaries, the content is presented. As it is well known that
ValmikiRamayanais always a source of awestruck wonder even for many millenniums to come.

It remains to be a deep ocean of knowledge.

Introduction:

ValmikiRamayana is a treasure-house for various knowledge-sources. Through the life of
Srf Rama, various values, various disciplines like statecraft, arts, political administration, social
structure, economics, warfare, psychology, details about Varnasrama, Purusarthaand much more
are elaborated. Also, descriptions are seen expressed in different forms through the beauty of

poetry, meter, and grammar. In such a context, it is also seen that in ValmikiRamayana, many
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details are given through numerical expressions and extensive use of numbers. Few such
numerical expressions are presented here in this article since all the usages from the entire
ValmikiRamayana cannot be presented in the paper,Explanation of those numerical expressions

are taken from ValmikiRamayanaand other sources too.

Two types of Brahmacaryas:

A AT Ao e T FeTdcTaTTel |

e faTsErRaITTaiasafaagTcae: |

- dLelR.Y

In a dialogue between Emperor Dasarathaand Sumantra, hearing the intention of Emperor
Dasarathato undertake an asvamedhayaga, for being blessed with a son, Sumantra reiterated the
narration told by Sanatkumara previously. The reiteration itself is in past tense. It was told that
‘Rsyasrnga, constantly brought up in the woods and ever moving about in the wood, will know
nothing beyond constant service to his father. Both the types of Brahmacarya, well-known in the
worlds and ever extolled by the Brahmanas will be observed by this high-souled sage’.These two

types of Brahmacaryas are given by sage Yajiavalkya thus —

The primary type of Brahmacarya is the one characterized by the wearing of a girdle of
Muiija grass and deerskin and living singly in the house of a teacher; while the secondary type of
Brahmacarya consists in marrying a girl of one’s own varna, after undergoing a course of

training in his teacher’s house and living with discipline enjoined by the scriptures.
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Three-fold duties of a king:

ERINICEDBIDICE T IR R ECu]
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In Yuddha Kanda, where Kumbhakarna twits Ravanafor all his misdeeds and reassuring
him, shows his determination for a conflict, Kumbhakarna points out the mistakes committed by
Ravana without listening to the advice from his well-wishers. In this context he mentions about

the consideration the five-aspects of the threefold duties moves along the right path,

The threefold duties of a king with reference to his enemies are — 1) conclusion of peace
through conciliation (sama), 2) acceptance of allegiance (samasrayana) through gift (dana), and

3) invasion (yana) as a method of coercion (danda).
(The five-aspects of the threefold duties are given in the respective title).

It can be noted that these threefold duties along with the fourth ‘bheda’ is also popularly

known. A verse in Ramayana gives the four-fold strength too as follows.

Four-fold strength:

Losing hope to find Sita, a monkey named Tara suggested other monkeysto re-enter
Svayamprabha’s cave, as Sugriva will not come there and so there will be no more fear. While

Tarawas speaking as above, Angada not opposing it, Hanuman accounted the well-known
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sovereignty as wrested in no time by Angada. Hanuman looked upon Angadaas actually
endowed with intelligence distinguished by eight virtues, equipped with the fourfold strength and

possessed of fourteen excellences.
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The fourfold strength consists in the capacity to employ four expedients viz., 1)
persuasion or conciliation (sama),2) gift or gratification (dana), 3) sowing seeds of dissension

among the enemy’s ranks (bheda), and 4) use of violence or force (danda).

Five aspects:

With reference to the verse from Yuddha Kanda mentioned above, the five aspects of
threefold duties are — 1) The method of initiating an action, 2) Personality and material to be
worked upon, 3) The time and place of action, 4) Provision against mischance, and 5) The

chances of success.

Six Prajapatis:

EEIERIGILENIGEGRIRERICIEE
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Ekajata and other ogresses extolRavana,in the asoka grove to coax Sita to accept
Ravana’s proposal. When narrating about the vamsaof Ravana, one ogress mentions thus -
‘There is a mind-born son of brahma widely known by the name of Pulastya. Of the six

Prajapatis, he is indeed the fourth Prajapatis’.
FARRGAGIREN ol ol :5he]: |

The names of the Prajapatis, in the order of seniority are: - Marici, Atri, Angira, Pulastya,

Pulaha and Kratu

Sevenfold addiction:

In the context, where Vibhisana exhorts Ravanato restore Sita to Sri Ramabefore the
latter’s arrows pierced the heads of the ogres, Vibhisana, being a well-wisher of the king, made

the following speech, condemning those who give wrong advise to Ravanathus -

IRERISTeI AT A AR AT faafs: |
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Nay, this king (Ravana), who is overpowered by evil addictions is violent in nature and
acts inconsiderately-is waited upon by friends in you, who are no better than foes, to the

destruction of ogres. The seven evil addictions are given by Kamandaka as follows-
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‘Harshness of speech and severity of punishment, extravagance, drinking, love of

women, hunting and gambling constitute the sevenfold evil addiction, O Lord!’

Eight excellences:

In the conversation between Hanuman and Sita, Sita said the following complimenting

words to Hanuman -

AT A AT UTS T |
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“You,alone, can actually utter words which are endowed with rare characteristics of good
speech, adorned with the quality of mellifluent and dictated by an intellect which is characterized

by eight excellences’.

These eight excellences of an intellect are enumerated in the following verse of the

Nitisaraof Kamandaka.
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These are the eight characteristics of a sound and ripe intellect - 1) Keenness to hear
discourses on the Atma, 2)Readiness to hear such discourses, 3) receptivity, 4) Retentive power,
5& 6)Reasoning for and against proposition, 7)The faculty of comprehension, and 8)Realization

of truth.

Eighteen functionaries:

In the context, where Sri Ramagave instruction in judicature to Bharata, there is the

following verse -

EAPREA IR C R I LR ED R

EIE R IENEEIGCIRGIEIGRIECH|

— 3TV g00.3¢,

‘Do you keep an eye on the eighteen functionaries of the enemies and the fifteen

functionaries of your own side through three unknown spies told off for each?’
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They are 1)The chief minister(F=3), 2)The king’s family priest (qRf@<T:), 3)The crown
prince (JaRTSMT), 4)The generalissimo (V=T9TcY:),5)The chief warder(@larRer:), 6)The

chamberlain (3f=c:qITEAET), 7)The superintendent of jails (RTTRTEYET), 8)The chancellor of

the exchequer (¥IT€I&T), 9)The herald ({ld{loﬂdqwﬂdlb&gdcrdl), 10) The governemnt
advocate (STSTaaTehE+iledagRYSel), 11) The judge (YHTESITEhA:), 12) The assessor
(CUGgRAVfAEdTET:), 13) The officer disbursing salaries to army men
(@?rrzrrsha?raqjéarmwaﬂr:), 14) The officer drawing money from the state exchequer to

disburse the workmen’s wages (FHTddd=13ITal), 15) The protector of the city (FIRI&TH:), 16)

The protector of the borders of a kingdom, who also performed the duties of a forester

(ISETecT - ATeTeh: 37T ATIETAh:), 17) The magistrate (GSCTIGUSTIAGRI) and 18) The officer

entrusted with the conservation of waters, hills, forests and tracts difficult of access

(STeTaREs g EeTTer:).

The fifteen functionaries of one’s own side are the last fifteen, omitting the first three,

viz., the chief minister, the family priest and the crown prince.
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The vast use of numbers—Aksauhini:

Simple mentioned as one word, Aksauhintis heard commonly in both the epics giving the
great volume engaged in the war. Dasarathadeclined to part with ST Rama thereby enraging

Visvamitra.

Hearing the request of Visvamitra, Dasaratha remained senseless as it were for an hour or
so and, regaining his consciousness spoke to Visvamitrasaying that since Ramais less than

sixteen years old, the king does not perceive Rama’s capacity to contend with the raksasas’.

sgAgiifgu i IEagafadeas: |

IR dRTcarRIgRdfer2ma: ||

— dl.ep[.R0.3

‘Here is my army, one Aksauhinistrong, whose maintainer and controller I am, marching

with it, | shall wage war with those raksasas’.

An Aksauhiniconsists of 21,870 chariots, an equal number of elephants, 65,610 horses

and 109,350 soldiers.

Range of numbers used:

Sugriva, expressing his indebtedness to Sri Ramafor the unique favor done by him and
giving to him an account of the efforts made by him, Sugrivagratified S1T Ramaby apprising him

of the arrival of numberless monkeys from all the parts of globe.
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‘The monkeys are followed by hundreds and tens of thousands, hundreds of thousands
and crores, Arbudas (ten crores), and Kharvas (one hundred Arbudas), Sankus(one thousand
Kharvas) and Antyas (one hundred Kharvas) and Madhyas (one thousand Sankus). Some
monkeys and their troop-commanders number many Samudras (or ten Sankus) and Parardhas (or

ten Madhyas). O scourge of your enemies!’

The following text from Trimsatika (also found in Aryabhattiyawith a slighter change),
will give an idea of these numbers, each of which is ten times as much as the one immediately

preceding it-

TeheIRIAHEATCHEAHG ATl - I T&TH |

TR AU Ed A Edd ||

TEATHETERISIISHHR A [cicdocl# |
TR ATG T A NG RIUTT AT I |
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Conclusion:

The Adi kavya is a great repository of various knowledge. By the nyaya sthalipulaka,
testing few grains for the full, few verses are presented here thus which are great and interesting

numerical expressions.
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